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The International Importance of Papaya (Manjyuka)

— [A#R] OERENZH5ZE —

In spring of 1935, the first issue of Papaya
(Manjyuka) was published by Rakusei-in, the name
used to refer to Taiwan Sotokufu Raibyo Rakusei-
in (Rakusei Sanatorium for Lepers of the Governor-
General of Taiwan). Today Losheng Sanatorium is
the subject of a campaign to preserve the history
of Hansen’s disease and open new dialogues about
colonial pasts, and the current republication of Papaya
is an indispensable part of this process.

Papaya has several unique features that make it
of interest to scholars in many fields. It is the only
magazine regularly issued by a Japanese colonial
Hansen’s disease sanatorium, although there were
institutions in Manchuria and Korea. Furthermore,
its pages reveal how the sanatorium was imbricated
in Japanese colonial policies that aimed to assimilate
populations through management of language, culture,
health, hygiene, and race, while still preserving
difference. Primarily written in Japanese, Papaya is
remarkable as a site of negotiation of what it meant for
residents of the sanatorium to be part of the empire.

Papaya features many different kinds of writing:
articles, essays, and reports by Japanese medical staff,
the hospital director, or Taiwanese public workers are
paired with essays, excerpts from other media, diaristic
writing, songs, short literary pieces, and poems (Chinese
language poetry, and Japanese-language free verse
poems as well as tanka and haiku) written by residents,
including children. The wide variety of writing forms in
the magazine make it a critical resource for broad fields
of scholarship and a mine of information unavailable
anywhere else. Voices and perspectives that are
omitted from conventional
histories are recorded in
these pages.

This is a crucial resource
because it was connected
to Japanese language
media in Taiwan in a way
that hospital publications
in mainland hospitals were
not. While each sanatorium
in mainland Japan had a
magazine, the dialogue
between the hospital and
mass media in mainland
Japan was in some ways
more limited. In contrast,
excerpts from Papaya
and in particular patient
writing such as poetry

Kathryn M. Tanaka
University of Hyogo

frequently appeared in newspapers
and professional journals around
Taiwan. Papaya also included
excerpts from other sources in its
pages, quoting from magazines or
newspapers, as well as writing from
residents of mainland Japanese
sanatoria. Papaya therefore has a distinctly dialogic
nature, with writing circulating between Papaya and
other media.

Papaya, mainland institutional magazines, and
collections of writing by patients all articulated
imaginations of the Japanese empire, but in different
ways. While all offer support for the Japanese empire,
patient writing from Taiwan recorded the mundane
performance of imperial citizenship in Papaya: raising
the Japanese flag, singing the national anthem,
enjoying Japanese cultural traditions, celebrating the
emperor, using the Japanese language. Papaya is an
exercise in becoming Japanese in Taiwan, maintaining
difference while performing imperial citizenship.

The republication of Papaya now allows scholars
from all over the world to examine the ways in
which imperial ideologies and health policies
targeting Hansen’s disease were articulated, and how
ideas, experiences, and narratives about the illness
circulated throughout the empire. The contemporary
contested nature of Losheng Sanatorium makes the
preservation of colonial history, resident voices, and
the protection and availability of ephemeral materials
or institutional publications such as Papaya crucial. In
the republication of Papaya, Fuji shuppan has taken
the important step of preserving a valuable part of
that history, particularly the writing of residents of the
colonial sanatorium.

For literary scholars, medical historians, and
researchers of empire, these materials are invaluable.
Papaya is a crucial part of Losheng’s global legacy,
and the republication allows readers see the ways
in which Papaya was part of larger processes of
biopolitical assimilation that maintained difference and
ambivalence. Furthermore, Papaya demonstrates the
ways in which Japanese Hansen’s disease policies were
always part of international dialogues, making this a
vital international resource. In Papaya, readers can
trace processes of cultural identification and shared
affect in the daily lives of sanatorium residents, as well
as understand how the colonial legacies recorded in
Papaya still inform questions of reconciliation in Japan,
Taiwan, and other parts of the world today.
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